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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
     Our thanks go to Norman Stevens for organizing the exciting meetings for this year.  The full schedule appears 
in this newsletter.  We will meet for the first time on Fr iday, Apr il 13 in the Konover Auditorium at the Thomas 
J. Dodd Research Center.  Norman has arranged for us to view a selection of Jerauld Manter’s films of local and 
university events dating from the 1920s through the early 1960s.  This may be your only chance to see these 
interesting films.  There will be another meeting on Fr iday, May 11 when Jane Covell will speak on the history 
of buttons at the Buchanan Auditorium at the Mansfield Public Library.  Details about these programs are below.   
      Also remember that on Saturday, Apr il 14, we will have another Antiques Appraisal Day, fashioned after the 
popular PBS “Antiques Roadshow.”   For a nominal fee, you can learn how much Great-Grandma’s teapot is 
worth or find out the purpose of antique items that puzzle you. This is guaranteed to be a fun event and all 
proceeds will benefit the historical society.  Please help make this fundraiser a success. 
     The Museum Committee has also begun work on the new displays and their plans are detailed in this 
newsletter.   We can look forward to some interesting new exhibits this summer.  Note that the Museum Opening 
is planned for Sunday, June 3.   
     Thanks to all who have sent in their dues and donations.  If you have forgotten, now is the appropriate time.  
We need help in meeting the goals in our modest budget. Thank you and I encourage you all to attend our 
upcoming events.      

Frank Trainor, President 
 

APRIL MEETING AND PROGRAM 
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 13: “ Looking Back at Mansfield Through the Films of J. A. Manter ”  7:30 p.m. Konover 
Auditor ium, Thomas J. Dodd Research Center , University of Connecticut 
 
Jerauld Manter was the first person in Storrs to own a movie camera and from 1928 to 1963 he photographed 
many events at UConn and in Mansfield. After a brief presentation by Betsy Pittman, University Archivist, about 
collections in the University Archives of special interest to the local community, we will have the opportunity to 
view an entertaining selection from the Manter films projected on a large screen. The highlight of the evening will 
be his film of a Connecticut Tercentenary celebration and pageant held on August 1, 1935. The pageant included, 
among other intriguing events, depictions of: Joshua giving land to John Mason; a General Assembly meeting 
held in Mansfield to protest British actions in Boston; and an early country dance.  
 
This being a Friday night meeting, hopefully there will be parking available in the parking lot behind the Dodd 
Center or on the adjacent street and other nearby parking areas.  There are several handicapped parking spaces in 
the lot behind the Dodd Center.  Parking is also available for a fee in the South Parking Garage next to Gampel 
Pavilion.  The Dodd Center is located on Whitney Road next to the Homer Babbidge Library.  An interactive 
campus map can be found at http://uconn.edu/map/.  (Type in “Dodd Center”  in the search box, then select 
“Thomas J. Dodd Research Center.”   The location of the Dodd Center will flash on the map.  Click there to see a 
close-up of that part of the map.  If you need further information, please call the museum at (860) 429-6575.)
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS – 2007 PROGRAM & EVENT SCHEDULE 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 14:  Antiques Appraisal Day.  10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  Mansfield Histor ical Society, in 
the Old Town Hall building.  (Details below.) 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 11: “ Buttons! Buttons! We’ve got the Buttons!”  7:30 p.m. Buchanan Auditor ium, 
Mansfield Public Library 
     Jane Covell, who is a long-time collector of buttons, will talk about the history of buttons and show examples 
from her collection. There will also be a presentation about the button industry in Mansfield. Those who have 
buttons they would like to know more about, especially any made in Mansfield, are encouraged to bring them, as 
well as any related material.  
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 3:  Museum Opening.  1:30 – 4:30 p.m.  (Details to follow in the next newsletter.) 
 
SEPTEMBER 14:  Annual Meeting, “ Fiftieth Anniversary of the Mansfield Histor ical Society”  
Place and Time: To be announced 
     Thanks to the work of many dedicated individuals, the Mansfield Historical Society has grown substantially 
since it was founded fifty years ago. The 2007 annual meeting is an appropriate time to recognize and honor those 
who have made a substantial contribution to the Society. It is also an appropriate time to reflect on the future of 
the Society and the challenges that it faces. After the annual dinner and a short business meeting, there will be a 
recognition ceremony. It will be followed by a discussion of the role and future of local historical societies, 
including the MHS, led by a person with expertise in the area. 
 
NOVEMBER 9:  “ What’s in a Name?”   Place and Time: To be announced 
     There are six buildings, or parts of buildings, owned by the town of Mansfield named after prominent 
members of the community. Our November program will begin with a brief description of the policies and 
procedures utilized by the town in naming buildings. The main program will consist of brief (10 minute) 
biographies of: Audrey P. Beck, Archibald Buchanan, Dorothy C. Goodwin, Edwin Reynolds, E. O. Smith, and 
Annie E. Vinton. I am now looking for members of the Society who would be interested in putting together a 
presentation of one of those individuals for the program, or suggestions as to whom I might ask to contribute. I 
would like to have those biographies in written form so that they can be included in the MHS collection. Ann 
Galonska would, of course, welcome any new materials that the presenters may come across and may do an 
exhibit in the MHS Museum of those individuals in the future. She would, of course, especially welcome 
assistance from the presenters in putting the exhibit together. 

Norman Stevens, Program Chair 

 
ANTIQUES APPRAISAL DAY 

 
 We had a very successful 
Antiques Appraisal Day in 2005 and on 
Saturday, Apr il 14, 10:00 a.m. to 

1:00 p.m., we will repeat this popular 
event patterned after the PBS program 
“The Antiques Road Show.”   It will take 

place in the newly refurbished Old Town Hall 
building. 
 There will be four appraisers available to 
identify and evaluate antiques and collectibles. The 
appraisers include Ernie S. Eldr idge, a local 
auctioneer and professional appraiser who is 
knowledgeable of all types of antiques and their 
current value.  He is also an expert in antique toys. 

Joining him are antique dealers Br ian Bar tizek 
whose specialty is country furniture and accessories, 
Andrew Oliver -Rudis, whose area of expertise is 
jewelry, musical instruments and unusual artifacts, 
and Jeff Usher  who specializes in military artifacts 
of the pre-Civil War era.  The nominal fee for 
appraisals is $7.00 for one item or $15.00 for three.  
There is no limit to the number of appraisals that 
may be requested.  In lieu of transporting furniture 
and other large pieces to the museum, please bring 
photographs showing the front, the back and any 
special details of your antique.   
 This is a fundraiser for the Mansfield 
Historical Society and your help is needed to make it 
a success. We need volunteers to serve as cashiers 
and helpers and also some people to bake cookies 



and other goodies.  We are also planning to have a 
bake sale during this event. Refreshments and 
beverages will be offered for a small fee to 
customers while they await their appraisals.  Please 
call Ann Galonska, Museum Director (429-6575) if 
you are willing to help at the event or bake.  Our 
appraisers are generously donating their time so all 
proceeds will benefit the Society. 
 This will be a fun and educational event.  
Please support your historical society by 
participating! 
 
WANTED:  A HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR 
 
 Alice Kolega has stepped down as our 
Hospitality Chair after several years of service.  She 
did a terrific job in this role and we certainly 
appreciated all of her efforts on our behalf.  Thank 
you, Alice!   
 With all the upcoming events, we are now in 
desperate need of someone to fill this position.  The 
Hospitality Chair is responsible for coordination of 
refreshments for our meetings and other events.  If 
you are willing to take on this important role, please 
contact Frank Trainor (429-4522) or Ann Galonska 
(429-6575).  In the meantime, there will be limited 
store-bought refreshments at our meetings and other 
events unless some members volunteer to bake.  
Please call Ann at the museum if you can help. 
 

NEW 2007 EXHIBITS PLANNED 
 
 Because of all the delays in completing the 
Old Town Hall renovation project and the library 
and office reorganization, we are getting off to a 
very late start in preparing this year’s exhibits. As 
time is getting short, we have decided to scale back a 
bit.  We plan to re-install the exhibit about local 
Czech, Slovak and Hungarian families.  There’s still 
a lot of interest in this exhibit and this will give more 
people an opportunity to see it.  We hope to add 
some new materials to the exhibit to keep it fresh.  
We also plan to add a small display about the history 
of the Old Town Hall in the rear of the building. 
 The exhibit on the dismantling and 
reconstruction of the 18th century Ash house will 
also remain up for another year.  Work is continuing 
on the house and we will update the exhibit to show 
the progress on Greg Cichowski’s “ labor of love.”  
 Now for the new exhibits!  The front room 
of the museum will feature an exhibit focusing on 
life in Mansfield and on campus during World War 
I.  Rebecca Wright, the UConn history student who 
interned with us last year, has returned and is 

working on this exhibit as her senior thesis project.  
Using primary resource materials such as Edwina 
Whitney’s diaries, period newspapers and the 
records of the Connecticut Agricultural College, she 
is exploring the effects of the war on the local 
community as well as the contributions of its 
citizens and the college to the war effort.  As a land 
grant college, C.A.C. played a major role in the 
coordination of the State’s food production and 
conservation efforts and also served as a training site 
for troops.  The devastating influenza epidemic 
also impacted the town in 1918.   
 This exhibit will also extend downstairs 

where we will transform the kitchen 
display into a wartime kitchen.  The 
exhibit will feature period 
information on food preservation and 
conservation, including examples of 
“Hooverized”  recipes.  Through 

propaganda posters and publications, the U.S. 
government urged citizens to plant vegetable 
gardens, can their produce, and cut back on the use 
of wheat flour, sugar and other food products that 
were in short supply due to the war. 
 This year the glass showcases will have an 
animal theme.  Representations of animals in art, 
decorative arts and toys dating from the mid-1800s 
through the 1920’s will be displayed.  Some of the 
examples collected so far include Staffordshire 
pottery figurines, doorstops and Victorian trade 
cards. If you have any animal-themed artifacts that 
you would be willing to loan, please contact Ann at 
the museum.  This display promises to be a fun 
visual treat! 
 And finally, in our furniture gallery, we will 
rotate in some new furnishings and artifacts from our 
collection and will use the display panel to salute the 
Historical Society’s 50th anniversary.  The display 
will include photographs and memorabilia from past 
Society exhibits, events and activities. 
 If you have any materials or information that 
you can contribute or loan for these exhibits or 
would like to work on them, we would love to hear 
from you.  Just call the museum at (860) 429-6575.  
The museum opening is planned for Sunday, June 3 
and is coming up quickly! 

Ann Galonska, Museum Director 
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO NEXT YEAR 
 

September 21, 2008 will be the 70th 
anniversary of the unannounced hurricane that 
devastated much of southern New England including 
Mansfield. The annual meeting, tentatively planned 



for September 12, 2008, will be a fitting occasion to 
remember that hurricane since there are members of 
the Mansfield Historical Society who lived through 
it.  I was six years old at the time and lived in 
southeastern New Hampshire and still have vivid 
memories of the storm and the damage it caused. At 
this point I am looking for members who also 
remember the hurricane and would be interested in 
sharing those memories at the meeting. Ann 
Galonska may put together an exhibit about the 1938 
hurricane in the MHS Museum for 2008; and there 
may also be an exhibit about the storm in one of the 
galleries at the UConn Libraries based on materials 
in the Archives & Special Collections holdings. 
While the museum has many photographs of the 
storm, Ann would be interested in any additional 
materials or information that members would like to 
share for an exhibit. She would also, of course, be 
interested in having members who might share an 
interest in the subject assist with putting the exhibit 
together. 

Norman Stevens, Program Coordinator 
 

NEWS FROM THE EDITH MASON LIBRARY 
 

A recent major acquisition was 
a gift from the Town Clerk’s Office. 
Mary Stanton gave us the index 
volumes to Town land records. All 
of the original documents are of 
course in the Town Clerk’s vault. 

The early records were indexed in an 
18th/19th century manuscript document, then 

transcribed into a second manuscript index. A 
typescript was made from this which has 
subsequently been digitized for preservation. Once 
the project was completed there was no use for the 
four hefty volumes of the typescript and this is the 
version donated to our Library. The volumes cover 
the period January 1, 1702 to December 31, 1965, 
and are divided into two parts. Two volumes index 
all of the Grantors’  records, and two index the 
Grantees.  

The shelving is completely installed in the 
Library, giving us more shelf space than the original 
wooden shelving did. The shelving is also 
adjustable.  During the dismantling of the old 
shelving and the installation of the new we had a 
great opportunity to dust and vacuum all the existing 
book collections. The genealogical reference books 
have all been moved to the wall shelving, making 
access a lot more convenient than previously. 

Nancy Kline, a former librarian with the 
Society, has graciously offered to help with the 

conversion of the card catalog into the new database. 
This project has been announced earlier and now 
should go ahead with dispatch. 

Richard Schimmelpfeng, Librarian 
 

MANSFIELD CITY 
 By Roberta Smith, Town Historian 

 
Haven’ t you often wondered how Mansfield 

City received its name?  Someone has yet to come 
up with a definitive convincing answer.  Early 
names of this type are difficult or often impossible to 
ever prove, however, it is fun to try! 

The red house on the northwest corner of 
Mansfield City Road and Browns Road (386 Browns 
Road) has one of the most complicated histories of 
any Mansfield house I have so far encountered.  
During its history it has had at least 25 different 
owners, complicated by numerous and involved 
mortgages.  While attempting to organize numerous 
notes and records, collected while assisting a former 
owner, I became intrigued by references to a store or 
merchants shop.  The shop once stood south of the 
house near the corner of the two roads. 
 In 1756, Gershom Barrows purchased from 
his elder brother Lemuel Barrows, one acre and 
eighty-four rods with a dwelling.  Later in a 1761 
deed, Gershom’s shop is referred to.  The Council 
Meeting minutes of the town in October 20, 1763 
record that the highway from the Meetinghouse to 
the West was being resurveyed and changed.1  Again 
a reference was made to the corner and Gershom 
Barrow’s shop.  Apparently he operated the shop 
from the 1750s and 1760s until he sold the property, 
his dwelling, and other buildings in 1785. 
 Some interesting asides about Gershom 
Barrows: At a meeting of the Governor’s Council of 
Safety held at Lebanon in September 1778, Gershom 
was voted permission to carry out of State “one cart 
load of wheat and rice to procure necessaries for his 
tavern.”   Gershom was commissioned an ensign in 
1773 in the Fifth Regiment of the Colony, and later 
rose in rank to Captain in a Regiment ordered by the 
Assembly “ to be raised and put in readiness to 
march in the shortest notice in case his Excellency 
General Washington shall call them.”  2 
 A shop or store continued to be mentioned 
in the deeds of the following owners of the house: 
Jabez Fitch, Jr.; William Cummings; Ralph Storrs; 
Amos Hawley; Harvey Clark; Daniel and Eunice 
Bernam; Amos Clark; Thomas and Peggy Clark who 
leased it to Cordial S. Hovey and Rescom 
Coggshead in 1829 for three years; Lemuel Barrows 



and Heman Storrs; up to Stephen Barrows in 1839.  
This is the last reference I have located which 
specifically mentioned the store.  So presumably it 
was a thriving shop up to at least that time. 
 It is interesting to note there was another 
store in the Chestnut Hill area later in the 1860s.  
Victor Scottron, who once owned the John Storrs 
house (588 Browns Road) thoroughly researched 
that house and property.  He noted that Benjamin 
Bennett built a store near the John Storrs house and 
it remained a country store selling meat and produce 
for over forty years.  Perhaps there were other stores 
in the Chestnut Hill area? 

 Throughout early Mansfield history the area 
and the four corners were always referred to as 
Chestnut Hill, one Mansfield’s lovely old names.  
The name change to the four corners seems to have 
occurred about 1834.  A land deed dated May 16, 
1834 referred to it as “The City” .3  We wonder was 
this change a bit of whimsy, someone’s sense of 
humor?  Whatever the reason, it stuck and is with us 
today to continue to puzzle over. 
 
1   Mansfield Town Meeting Records, October 20, 1763 
2   Public Records of Connecticut, Vol. 4, p. 167 
3   Mansfield Land Records, vol. 22, p. 350, May 16, 1834 

 

                   Map Drawn by Victor  Scottron 

 

 



NEW ADDITIONS TO THE MUSEUM COLLECTIONS 
 
Each year many individuals are generous with their gifts of artifacts and memorabilia to the Society’s Museum. 
The following list of people and their contributions in 2006 are listed in appreciation.  
 
John Adamcik - 1936 map of Stafford Road (Route 32), photograph of the intersection of Routes 32 and 275 in 
the 1920s, 3 photographs of the Eagleville School in the 1940s, 11 postcards of C.A.C. and UConn; Nancy 
Bunnell - Spool cabinet filled with button samples from Mansfield Button Co.; Virginia Clark - Chinese mother-
of-pearl bracelet, 1920s; Harry Cooke - Band saw, button industry research & display materials; Phyllis Covell - 
Photograph of the wedding party of Milton and Doris Beebe, 1934; Sam Dodd - Nail keg, collection of keys; 
June Ecker t - Photograph of firehouse on Spring Hill Road, 1951; Bernie Felton - 2 photo albums belonging to 
May and Johnny Johnson, photographs showing the Kirby Mill, Mansfield Hollow area, flood of 1936, and 
building of the Mansfield Hollow Dam, 1949-52; Patr icia Gammerino - Collection of 1950’s clothing including 
children’s clothing, maternity outfit, men’s hats, and footwear; Kay Holt - Wood block prints and wall hanging  
by Wilma Keyes; Alice Jansen - Oil lamp, jewelry box; Helen Jurkovics - Model of Gurleyville bridge, 
photograph of Methodist Church in Gurleyville, 1938; McKeen Kessel - WWII Civilian Defense Force ID card, 
Connecticut Agricultural Volunteer badge; Estate of Wilma Keyes - 4 art glass plates by Wilma Keyes; Char lie 
Luthi - Milk bottle caps from Barrows Farm in Mansfield Center; Forest Manning - Photographs of the Manning 
and Clark families of Mansfield Hollow; Carolanne &  David Markowitz - Cut glass punch bowl and charger; 
William Olds - Photographs of the Isaac Storrs family and their homestead on Chestnut Hill; Michael Palmer - 
Commemorative brick from closing of Mansfield Training School; Carol Phillips – Wool & linen woven 
coverlet; Betty Savage - Hand bags, miscellaneous jewelry, barber’s hair clippers and brush; Stedman G. 
Stearns - Crochet bedspread & pillow cover, made by Ethel Freeman in 1938; Jack Stephens - Early cast-iron 
sewing machine, 1850s; Norman Stevens - Mulberry wood bookmark by William B. Chappelow; Florence 
Waxman &  Rita Heinige - Buttons, mother-of-pearl shards and other artifacts from the Mansfield Button Co. in 
Gurleyville; Florence Waxman - 57 postcards of Mansfield (mostly Gurleyville); JoAnne Wood - Hooked rug 
with scenes of Mansfield, made by JoAnne Wood 
 
 
Mansfield Histor ical Society 
P. O. Box 145 
Stor rs, CT  06268-0145 
 
Web site: www.mansfieldct-history.org 
E-mail: mansfield.historical@snet.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
April 13 – Meeting/Program        April 14 – Antiques Appraisal Day       May 11 – Meeting/Program 
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1   Mansfield Town Meeting Records, October 20, 1763 
2   Public Records of Connecticut, Vol. 4, p. 167 
3   Mansfield Land Records, vol. 22, p. 350, May 16, 1834 


