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PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Our Annual Dinner/Meeting was held on September 9 at the Hmstc@ of Christ
(Congregational) in Mansfield Center. Our speaker, Gregoohd®iski, presented an
interesting talk on the 8century saltbox, formerly located next to Mansfield Supply, which
he has dismantled and is reconstructing on his property on Old Turnpike Road.

New board members were elected at the Annual Meeting: HFraimor, President;
Joan Quarto, Vice President; and Donna Clouette, Secretaay. DeBella and Dolly
Whitham were re-elected to second terms as members-at-l&gar outgoing President, Jody
Newmyer served in that role for four years. The societgctive board and | thank her for
her leadership, many contributions and outstanding service to thmesfisld Historical
Society. Most good things come to an end; those of us who wereoadack and relaxiow assume new duties.
Thus we venture into another year for the Society and Museum, with oduseh@micking the academic year.

This newsletter contains the membership renewal notieehape all of you will renew your memberships
and, if possible, join at some of the upper membership levejsr@ra contribution in addition to the basic dues. The
basic dues are set at a rate that barely covers the dbst oéwsletter. We need additional funding and will be very
grateful to you for your generosity.

Your dues support the operation and activities of the Societtantuseum. The Museum houses over 6000
artifacts, photographs, documents, and memorabilia representin@80rgears of Mansfield history. The collection
is in heavy demand by scholars, genealogists, and generakststat in the past. The Museum also provides, not
only changing exhibits relating to local history, but also edoicak programs and activities. We are always receptive
to suggestions, as well as assistance, concerning new sxhdite are in the planning stage for the coming year. The
Historical Society has also published numerous books on many aligetgects, such as the recently updated
Chronology of Mansfiel@nd the new edition dfisten to the EchoesFor additional information see our newsletters
or visit the Society web site www.mansfield-history.orgAs most are aware, our general meetings, featuring
programs with noted speakers, are held four times a year and spexsare planned twice a year.

You will be hearing from the Society soon with notices of éaluil enjoyable programs and events. Urge
others to join us, but be certain to come yourself!

F. R. Trainor, President

NOVEMBER MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT

DATE/TIME: Friday, November 11, 7:30 p.m. SPEAKER: Nancy Albert, Wesleyan University
PLACE: Buchanan Center at the Mansfield Library TOPIC: New England Mills & Their Architecture

Nancy Albert is a well-known photographer and photo essayist. h&haspecialized in the industrial architecture pof
New England and will present a slide show with commentary ondéwelopment of the textile industry ir]
Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island. She is at preseetslty Coordinator of Events and Director g
Russell House Programs at Wesleyan University.
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Len Seeber, Program Chair




WANTED: A NEW PROGRAM CHAIR

Len Seeber will be retiring as Program Chair
following the November meeting. Over the past two
years he has provided us with some wonderjul
programs and bus tours. We are very grateful for pis
work in arranging these events and thank him
profusely. He’s leaving us with some “big shoes” {o
fill!

We are currently searching for a new Progrgm
Chair and would also like to form a committee f{o
assist in the planning of programs and trips. If you
are willing to serve as Chair or on the Progr
Committee, please contact Frank Trainor or Amn
Galonska at the museum (429-6575).

SECOND EDITION OF LISTEN TO THE
ECHOES IS HERE AT LAST!

The second edition of Roberta Smith’s history of
the Spring Hill area in Mansfieldl.isten to the
Echoes has finally been published. Such
publication projects always take much longer than
expected as they go through multiple revisions and
sets of proofs. We thank you for your patience and
think you will be pleased with the final product. Itis
a handsome book indeed, enhanced by a number of
new photographs and an augmented text.

The book details the settlement of Spring Hill
and the families that came to live there. It is divided
into three sections.

Part | — The Early History of a Mansfield
Village, describes allotments of the land, making
roads, establishing schools, the place of the church
in the society, family life and duties, conflicts over
building the “Town House,” the first store, and the
gradual development of a small village on the hill.

Part I — The Long Ago Peopléo whom the
book is dedicated) is devoted to eleven families that
lived on Spring Hill during the period within the
study (from 1703 through the 1850s), to their
individual members, their activities as farmers and
citizens, soldiers, etc., and the eventual departure of
most of them from Spring Hill. The Third Part is
the impressive documentation that Roberta has
provided.

An order form is enclosed in this newsletter.
The cost of the book is $18, plus an additional $2.50
for shipping. Those who are local may purchase
copies at the museum, the Town Clerk’s Office or
the Altnaveigh Inn. The Director is at the museum
all day on Tuesdays and Thursdays and on Friday

afternoons, but please phone ahead as her schedule
can vary. We hope you will consider buying a copy
for your own library or as a gift for a family member
or friend.

| wish to congratulate and thank Roberta Smith
for this impressive monograph and also Nancy Kline
who prepared the manuscript, our designer Susan
Schadt, and Ann Galonska who assisted with proof
reading.

Carl Schaefer, Chair, Publications Committee

REPORT ON MUSEUM ACTIVITIES

The museum closed for the season at the end
of September. The hot humid weather of this past
summer reduced our visitation numbers, but,
thankfully, business picked up again in September.

The final event of the season was a benefit
concert on October 2 biponna Dufresne and the
Gypsy Wranglers As you may recall, Donna
Dufresne performed at our museum opening last year.
She and Cecelia Chau curated the exhibit about
Claude McDaniels and Donna composed a number of
songs based on his oral history. She generously
offered to give a benefit concert for the Histdrica
Society, showcasing her new repertoire of original
music. Western swing and romantic Mexican ballads
have been the inspiration for her new songs. waise
accompanied by members e Gypsy Wranglera
popular Western swing band from Northampton, MA.
It was a most enjoyable concert followed by spicy
Tex-Mex refreshments — in keeping with the musical
theme — as well as an array of delicious desserts.
Many thanks to Donnalhe Gypsy Wranglersour
wonderful bakers and to all who attended the caéhcer

In addition to this closing event, we've been
very busy with other activities. We've had disiday
both theKnow Your Town Faiand theConnecticut
Archaeology Expdield in Wethersfield. These well-
attended events gave us great public exposurevene’
also hosted a workshop for a local Boy Scout traop,
museum tour for the third graders at Annie Vinton
Elementary School and an in-school program for
kindergartners at the Dorothy Goodwin Elementary
School.

Now that the museum has closed for the
season, it's time to turn our attention to workibdh
the scenes. There are many new acquisitions tedt ne
to be processed and cataloged. The old exhibits ha
to be taken down and stored and then planning will
begin for the new displays. And thus the cycleiimeg
again. We are always in need of help so please cal
the museum if you would like to volunteer.

Ann Galonska, Museum Director



IN MEMORIAM

We are sad to report the loss of another
long-time member of the Historical Society. Louige
Blaney passed away in October. She was an acfive
member of the Historical Society for over thirt
years. She was a dedicated member of the QlId
Houses Committee and for many years she gnd
Donna Clouette worked tirelessly to maintain the
Committee’s research files. Louise was al$o
responsible for a number of exhibits for the
Historical Society and for Joshua’'s Trust. We wi
certainly miss her and extend our condolences to
family and friends.

ner

LEACHING STONE ADDED TO MUSEUM
GROUNDS

A leaching stone was recently installed on
the front lawn of the museum. Originally it stood
on the grounds of the Rosebrooks farm on Route 195
near the intersection with Moulton Road. This
house was built in the mid-1700s and, in more recent
history, served as home to the University’s Police
Department and later Parking Services. The use of
the leaching stone may well extend back to tH& 18
century. In the 1950s the stone was moved to the
University’s School of Pharmacy and installed in an
herb garden designed by Harold O. Perkins for Dr.
Arthur Schwarting. With the construction of a new
Pharmacy Building, the stone has been again
relocated to the Historical Society where it will be
preserved as an important part of our town’s history.

So what is a leaching stone, you may ask. A
leaching stone was used for the production of lye — a
key ingredient in the making of soap. The excerpt
below, from Eric Sloane’sSeasons of America’s
Past(1958), describes the process.

“Early spring and late fall on the farm were
generally soap-making seasons, but as soap was
made mostly from grease and fat, November's
butchering-time made the fall season the more
popular one. On small farms where no butchering
was done, table scraps and old lard were saved all
winter and used for soap-making in the spring. As
repulsive as these ingredients sound, they produced
the clear jelly that make soft soap more desirable
than one might think.

Soft soap was made from lye and grease,
and every family had its own “ash-hopper” or “leach
barrel” for manufacturing lye. This was a stick-and-
straw-bottomed container for wood ashes. Only

certain hard woods made proper ashes: pine ashes,
for example, were considered worthless. With four
guarts of wet lime tamped into each barrel of ashes,
water (greasy dish-water was fine) “leached”
through the ashes and came out the bottom as lye. If
you are a back-country pioneer who has suddenly
run out of store soap and are now carefully
following this recipe, be sure to get your lye strong
by pouring it, if necessary, over fresh ashes at
frequent intervals. If an egg or potato floats in it, the
lye is just right. Now you must boil your lye and
grease together in a big pot and presto! Soap! But,
“before the soap becomes a mass,” you might
remember, “scent it well with sassafras.” And give
it a ten-week seasoning period before using it.
Running out of soap used to mean a long time
between baths.”

The illustration above, drawn by Rudy
Favretti, shows how the leaching stone was used. He
and Carl Schaefer were instrumental in arranging for
the relocation of the stone from the University to the
museum. We thank them for their efforts and also
the Town’s Public Works Department who moved
the enormous stone. Next time you visit the
museum, take notice of the leaching stone on the
front lawn and then give thanks that we can easily
buy our soap at the local grocery store!

LESSONS OF HURRICANE KATRINA: THE
IMPORTANCE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING

Recent events have certainly brought home
the importance of being prepared. We all watched in
horror the television reports showing the devastation
along the Gulf coast following Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita. Not only were personal lives and property
effected, but there was a tremendous loss of natural
and cultural heritage as well. Some museums have
been destroyed and many others have experienced



can help, visit the Web site of the American Association of Musebtigs/(www.aam-us.ory/ \‘/‘\/"\“"

At our Annual Meeting, Howard Raphaelson presented the beginnirags evhergency
plan for our own museum in the event of a natural disaster. #lexXperience in emergenc
planning at his former place of employment. Below is Howard’s report on thigtiamt topic.

“The risks that the Historical Society Museum facemubably limited to a breach in 3
building and possible damage from weather. If that occurgawesertainly find storage place
for our artifacts, books and records — given a little timeur @reparations need to address the short time from a
possible break in the roof, and when we could find satisfactorggedor the items at risk. In order to deal with that
period of time, we approved the following plan at the annual dinnetinge®/e will have ready a list of places where
we could quickly store items; vehicles to move our itemd; @eople willing to come out on short notice to move
things.

At the meeting, Carl Rettenmeyer gave me a note sayaide had a garage from which he would move the
cars; and a pickup that he would be willing to drive. | wdftainly put my own name on the list to do the carrying.
We need more volunteers for space, vehicles and hands, okco@mme people and some spaces may not be
available on the short notice that we will be dealing withwe need more locations and people on the list than will
actually be needed. | will see to it that this information is in s¢¥@nds so that we can move quickly if needed.

Please think about possible storage space — a shed, garagetdabo you have a truck or car that could be
used to move things? Are you willing to help with carrying ividg? We have never needed this type of help and
hope we never will, but we all want to be prepared so that we ldse’'tany of our valued possessions. Please notify
Ann at the museum, or me of the help you could supply. Thank you.”

damage to or loss of collections. To view the reports of effeirtstitutions and learn how yo :W}W;

Howard Raphaelson
(429-1340; howardar@highstream.net)
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! NOVEMBER 11- MHS Mee ting & Program




MANSFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FOR 2006

Name(s)

Address

Telephone Email

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL

Individual  ($15) Corporate  ($35) _
Family ($20) Contributing ($50) _
Sustaining  ($30) Patron ($150) _

| wish to make an additional contribution of to support the Historical Society.

PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING! Check the volunteer opportunities that interest you.

Host/Hostess Exhibit Preparation Collection Management
Educational Programs Genealogy Research Historical Research
Office Work Special Events Handyman

Please make checks payable to The Mansfield Histori  cal Society. Mail membership form
and check to: Mansfield Historical Society / P.O. Box 145 / Storrs, CT 06268.
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ORDER FORM

LISTEN TO THE ECHOES:
THE EARLY HISTORY OF SPRING HILL
By Roberta K. Smith

| would like to order copy/copies of Listen to the

Echoes.

Enclosed is a check made out to the Mansfield Historical Society
in the amount of $ at $18.00 per book with an

additional $2.50 per book for shipping.

(Books may also be purchased locally at the museum, the Town

Clerk’s Office or The Altnaveigh Inn.)

Name(s): Please send order & check to
Address: Mansfield Historical Society
P.O. Box 145

Phone #: Storrs, CT 06268




